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EDUCATION

Ph.D. The Pennsylvania State University 2000

M.A. The Pennsylvania State University 1998

B.A. Calvin College 1994
EMPLOYMENT

2008-Current Associate Professor, The Ohio State University

2001-2008 Assistant Professor, The Ohio State University
PROFESSIONAL INTERESTS

Research Interests Children’s Effects on Parents’ Lives, Sports and Society, Men

and Families, Parent-Child Relationships over the Life Course,
Parenting and Offspring Well-being, Marriage and Divorce

Teaching Interests: Sociology of Sport, Sociology of Family, Introduction to
Sociology, Gender Studies

AWARDS AND FUNDED RESEARCH

Petts, Richard J. (PI), and Chris Knoester. “Paternity Leave and Family Well-being.” National Institutes of
Health, 2017-2019 ($162,032).

Knoester, Chris. “National Sports and Society Survey.” OSU Sports and Society Initiative Seed Grant, 2016-
2019 (8367,550).

Knoester, Chris. “Parental Leave Attitudes and the Practices and Effects of Paternity Leave.” OSU Sociology
Department Seed Grant, 2016-2017 ($24,718).


mailto:Knoester.1@osu.edu

Knoester, Chris. “Honors course enrichment grant.” Pressey Honors Endowment for the
University Honors & Scholars Center at The Ohio State University, 2006-2007 ($500).

Knoester, Chris. “Exploring the effects of fatherhood for men’s lives.” OSU Sociology Department Research
and Awards Committee, 2004-2005. GRA funding in 2004-2005 for 2-3 Quarters.

Knoester, Chris. “Exploring the effects of fatherhood experiences on single, cohabiting, and
married men’s lives.” The Ohio State University College of Social and Behavioral
Sciences Seed Grant, 2003-2004 ($19,045).

1998- 2000 Graduate Student Traineeship (funded by the National Institutes of Health)
PUBLICATIONS

Knoester. Chris, and Victoria Fields. 2019. “Mother-child engagement in sports and outdoor activities:
Intensive mothering, purposive leisure, and implications for health and relationship closeness.”
Forthcoming in the International Review for the Sociology of Sport.

Knoester, Chris, and Theo Randolph. 2019. “Father-child sports participation and outdoor activities:
Patterns and implications for health and father-child relationships.” Forthcoming in the Sociology
of Sport Journal.

Petts, Richard J., and Chris Knoester. 2019.“Fathers’ Paternity Leave-Taking and
Children’s Perceptions of Father-Child Relationships in the United States.”
Forthcoming in Sex Roles.

Petts, Richard J. and Chris Knoester. 2019. “Are parental relationships improved if
fathers take time off of work after the birth of a child?”” Available online first in
Social Forces. DOI:10.1093/sf/soz014

Knoester, Chris, Petts, Richard J., and Brianne Pragg. 2019. “Paternity leave-taking and father
involvement among socioeconomically disadvantaged fathers.” Available online first in
Sex Roles. DOI: 10.1007/s11199-018-0994-5

Petts, Richard J., and Chris Knoester. 2019. “Paternity leave and parental
relationships: Variations by gender and mothers’ work statuses.”
Journal of Marriage and Family 81:468-486.

Petts, Richard J., and Chris Knoester. 2018. “Paternity leave-taking and father engagement.”
Journal of Marriage and Family 80:1144-1162.

Petts, Richard J., Knoester, Chris, and Qi Li. 2018. “Paid paternity leave-
taking in the United States.” Available online first in Community, Work, &
Family. DOI:10.1080/13668803.2018.1471589

Knoester, Chris, and Richard J. Petts. 2017. “Parenting stress among disadvantaged
fathers.” Family Relations 66:367-382.

Pragg, Brianne, and Chris Knoester. 2017. “Parental leave usage among disadvantaged fathers.”



Journal of Family Issues 38:1157-1185.

Qian, Yue, and Chris Knoester. 2015. “Parental status and subjective well-being among the
currently married in China.” Journal of Family Issues 36:1351-1376.

Eggebeen, David J., Knoester, Chris, and Brandon McDaniel. 2012. “The implications
of fatherhood for men.” In N. Cabrera and C. Tamis-LeMonda (Eds.) Handbook of
Father Involvement: Multidisciplinary perspectives. Routledge Academic.

Carlson, Daniel J., and Chris Knoester. 2011. “Family structure and the intergenerational
transmission of gender ideology.” Journal of Family Issues 32:709-734.

Eggebeen, David J., Drew, Jeffrey, and Chris Knoester. 2010. “Fatherhood and men’s lives at middle
age.” Journal of Family Issues 31:113-130.

Knoester, Chris, Petts, Richard J., and David J. Eggebeen. 2007. “Commitments to fathering and the
well-being and social participation of new fathers.” Journal of Marriage and Family 69:991-
1004.

Cunningham, Anna and Chris Knoester. 2007. “Family structure, gender, and parents’ psychological
well-being.” Sociological Inquiry 77:264-287.

Petts, Richard J., and Chris Knoester. 2007. “Parents’ religious heterogamy and children’s well-
being.” Journal for the Scientific Study of Religion 46:373-389.

Knoester, Chris, and David J. Eggebeen. 2006. “The effects of the transition to parenthood and
subsequent children on men’s well-being and social participation.” Journal of Family Issues
27:1532-1560.

Knoester, Chris, Haynie, Dana L., and Crystal M. Stephens. 2006. “Parenting practices and
adolescents’ friendship networks." Journal of Marriage and Family 68:1247-1260.

Knoester, Chris and Dana L. Haynie. 2005. "Community context, social integration into family, and
youth violence.” Journal of Marriage and Family 67:767-780.

Knoester, Chris. 2003. “Implications of childhood externalizing problems for young adults.”
Journal of Marriage and Family 65:1073-1080.

Knoester, Chris. 2003. “Transitions in young adulthood and the relationship between parent
and offspring well-being.” Social Forces 81:1431-1457.

Eggebeen, David J. and Chris Knoester. 2001. “Does fatherhood matter for men?” Journal of
Marriage and Family 63:381-393.

Knoester, Chris and Tanya L. Afifi. 2001. “Reviewing couples in conflict: What needs to
change?” In A. Booth, A. Crouter, and M. Clements (Eds.) Couples in Conflict. Mahwah,
NIJ : L. Erlbaum Associates

Knoester, Chris and Alan Booth. 2000. “Barriers to divorce: When are they effective? When are



they not?” Journal of Family Issues 27:78-99.
WORKS UNDER REVIEW OR IN PROGRESS

Petts, Richard J., Carlson, Daniel L., and Chris Knoester. “If I [take] leave, will you
stay? Paternity leave and relationship stability.” (Revise & Resubmit)

Knoester, Chris, and Amelia Li. “Paternity leave attitudes in the U.S.”

Knoester, Chris, and Amelia Li. “Attitudes about paid parental leave: A cross-national
analysis.”

Li, Amelia, and Chris Knoester. “Cross-national attitudes about paternity leave.”

Petts, Richard J. and Chris Knoester. “Paternity leave-taking and mother’s parenting stress.”

Tompsett, James, and Chris Knoester “High school sports participation and college
experiences.”

Tompsett, James, and Chris Knoester “High school sports participation and academic
achievement.”

Knoester, Chris, and James Tompsett. “High school sports participation, substance
use, and delinquency.”

Knoester, Chris, and James Tompsett. “Race-ethnicity and high school sports
participation.”

PRESENTATIONS

Knoester, Chris, and James Tompsett. 2018. “Sports Involvement Patterns through
Youth and Adulthood: Initial Findings from the National Sports and Society
Survey.” Presented at the 2018 North American Society for the Sociology of
Sport meetings, Vancouver, Canada.

Knoester, Chris, Richard J. Petts, and Brianne Pragg. 2018. “Paternity
Leave-Taking and Father Involvement among Disadvantaged Fathers in the U.S.”
Presented at the 2018 Society for Longitudinal and Life Course Studies International Conference,
Milan, Italy.

Petts, Richard J. and Chris Knoester . 2018. “Paternity Leave and Relationship Quality and
Conflict: Variations by Gender and Mothers’ Work Status.” Presented at the 2018 American
Sociological Association meetings, Philadelphia, PA.

Petts, Richard J. and Chris Knoester. 2018. “Predictors and Consequences of Leave
-Taking among American Fathers.” Presented at the 2018 International Network on Leave Policies

& Research annual seminar, Toronto, Canada.

Petts, Richard J. and Chris Knoester. 2018. “Paternity Leave and Relationship Quality and



Conflict: Variations by Gender and Mothers’ Work Status.” Presented at the 2018 Work and
Family Researchers Network conference, Washington, D.C.

Petts, Richard J. and Chris Knoester. 2018. “Does Taking Paternity Leave Help to Improve
Parental Relationships?”” Presented at the 2018 Population Association of America meetings,
Denver, CO.

Knoester, Chris. 2017. “Introduction to the National Sports & Society Survey.”
Presented at the 2017 North American Society for the Sociology of Sport
meetings, Windsor, Canada.

Petts, Richard J., and Chris Knoester. 2017. “Attitudes, patterns, and predictors of
paternity leave-taking among U.S. fathers.” Presented at the 2017 American
Sociological Association meetings, Montreal, Canada.

Petts, Richard J., and Chris Knoester. 2017. “Paternity leave-taking and father involvement.”
Presented at the 2017 Population Association of America meetings, Chicago, IL.

Randolph, Theo, and Chris Knoester. 2016. “Patterns, predictors, and implications of father-child
interactions in sports and outdoor activities.” Presented at the 2016 North American Society for the
Sociology of Sport meetings, Tampa, FL.

Petts, Richard J., and Chris Knoester. 2016. “Paternity Leave-Taking in the United
States.” Presented at the 2016 American Sociological Association meetings,
Seattle, WA.

Pragg, Brianne, and Chris Knoester. 2015. “Parental leave usage among disadvantaged fathers.”
Presented at the 2015 American Sociological meetings, Chicago, IL.

Knoester, Chris, and Richard Petts. 2014. “Parenting aggravation among disadvantaged fathers.”
Presented at the 2014 American Sociological Association meetings, San Francisco, CA.

Carlson, Daniel L., and Chris Knoester. 2009. “Family structure and the intergenerational
transmission of gender ideology.” Presented at the 2009 American Sociological
Association meetings, San Francisco, CA.

Knoester, Chris, Petts, Richard J., and David J. Eggebeen. 2005. “When does fatherhood most matter
for men’s lives?” Presented at the 2005 National Council on Family Relations meetings,
Phoenix, AZ.

Knoester, Chris, Haynie, Dana L., and Crystal Stephens. 2005. “Parenting practices and
adolescents’ friendship networks." Presented at the 2005 American Sociological
Association meetings, Philadelphia, PA.

Stephens, Crystal M., Lisa M. Leach, and Chris Knoester. 2004. “Changing Family Ties.” Presented
at the 2004 American Sociological Association meetings, San Francisco, CA.

Knoester, Chris and Anna Cunningham. 2004. “The significance of fatherhood experiences for
single, cohabiting, and married men’s lives.” Presented at the 2004 Population Association of



America meetings, Boston, MA.

Cunningham, Anna and Chris Knoester. 2003. “Family structure, gender, and parents’
psychological well-being. Presented at the 2003 American Sociological Association
meetings, Atlanta, GA.

Knoester, Chris and David J. Eggebeen. 2002. “The effects of the transition to parenthood and
subsequent children on men’s lives.” Presented at the 2002 National Council on
Family Relations meetings, Houston, TX.

Knoester, Chris and Dana L. Haynie. 2002. “Community context, social integration into family, and
youth violence.” Presented at the 2002 American Society of Criminology Meetings, Chicago,
IL.

Knoester, Chris. 2001. “Transitions in young adulthood and the relationship between parent and child
well-being.” Presented at the 2001 American Sociological Association meetings, Anaheim, CA.

Eggebeen, David J., and Chris Knoester. “Does fatherhood matter for men?” Presented at the
2000 Population Association of America meetings, Los Angeles, CA.

Knoester, Chris. 2000. “Intertwined lives: Exploring the effects of offspring’s outcomes.” Presented at
the 2000 National Council on Family Relations meetings, Minneapolis, MN.

Knoester, Chris. 2000. “The implications of childhood behavior problems for well-being in young
adulthood.” Presented at the 2000 American Sociological Association meetings, Washington,
D.C.

Knoester, Chris. 1998. “Barriers to divorce: When are they effective? When are they not?”
Presented at the 1998 American Sociological Association meetings, Los Angeles, CA.

Knoester, Chris. 1998. “Wife’s annual income and the probability of divorce.” Presented at the
1998 National Council on Family Relations meetings, Milwaukee, WI.

JOURNAL ARTICLE REVIEWER

American Journal of Sociology, American Sociological Review, Child Development, Demographic
Research, Demography, EurAmerica, Fathering, Gender & Society, Journal of Ethnic and Migration
Studies, Journal of Family Issues, Journal of Health and Social Behavior, Journal of Marriage and
Family, Justice Quarterly, Population Research and Policy Review, Research in Human Development,
Review of Religious Research, Sex Roles, Social Forces, Social Problems, Social Science and Medicine,
Social Science Research, Social Service Review, Sociological Forum, Sociological Inquiry, Sociology of
Religion, Sociological Perspectives, Sociology of Health and Illness, The Sociological Quarterly

DEPARTMENTAL SERVICE
2001-2003 Graduate Studies Committee

2003- 2004 Grade Grievance Committee



2004-2005

2005-2006

2005-2006

2006-2007

2006-2007

2006-2007

2007-2008

2007-2008

2008-2009

2008-2009

2009-2010

2010-2012

2010-2012

2012-2013

2012-2013

2013-2014

2014-2015

2014-2015

2015-2016

2016-2017

2016-2017

2017-2018

2017-2018

Chair, Grade Grievance Committee

Brown Bag Series Organizer

Research and Awards Committee

Executive Committee

Library Representative

Spring Awards Luncheon Organizer

Research and Awards Committee

Salary/Workload Committee

Chair, Spring Awards Ceremony Organizers
Undergraduate Studies Committee

Spring Awards Luncheon Organizer

Undergraduate Studies Committee

Library Representative

Graduate Studies and Graduate Admissions Committee
Diversity and Inclusion Committee

Undergraduate Studies and Grade Grievance Committee
Chair, Computer/Laboratory Committee

Executive Committee

Graduate Studies and Graduate Admissions Committee
Computer/Laboratory Committee

Salary/Workload Committee

Computer/Laboratory and Website Updates

Chair, Form-Huber Colloquium Committee

OTHER UNIVERSITY SERVICE

2008

Advisor, Summer Research Opportunities Program



2009

2009

2018

2015-

2015-

2016-

2018-

Advisor, Summer Research Opportunities Program
Mentor, CJRC Summer Research Institute

Advisor, Summer Research Opportunities Program
Faculty Governing Board, Sports and Society Initiative
Faculty Advisor, The Ethical Endeavor Student Club
Faculty Advisor, Sports & Society Student Club

Sports and Society Initiative Research Chair

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS

American Sociological Association

-2009-2012

Treasurer, Family Section

National Council on Family Relations

North American Society for the Sociology of Sport






