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Education

2012	Ph.D. Sociology, Northwestern University, Evanston.
1998	M.A. Social Sciences/Rural Studies, El Colegio de Michoacán, México.
1992	B.A. Sociology, Universidad de Guadalajara, México.

Teaching Positions

2019 - 		Assistant Professor, Department of Sociology, The Ohio State University, Newark.
2014 - 2019 	Senior Lecturer, Department of Sociology, The Ohio State University, Columbus.
2013 - 2014	Visiting Professor, Doctoral Program in Social Sciences, El Colegio de Jalisco, México.
2012 - 2013 	Lecturer, Department of Sociology, The Ohio State University, Columbus.
2007 - 2010	Lecturer, Chicago Field Studies Program, Northwestern University, Evanston.

Research Positions

2001- 2003	Senior Research Associate, Center for AIDS Intervention Research, Department of Psychiatry, Medical College of Wisconsin, Milwaukee.
1998 - 2001	Research Associate II, New Hope Ethnographic Study, Department of Psychiatry, University of California, Los Angeles.
1998 - 1999	Research Director, Chicago-Michoacán Project, Heartland Alliance for Human Needs & Human Rights, Chicago. 
1995 - 1997	Research Fellow, Mexican Migration Project, Population Studies Center, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia.
Books

2020	Ana Elena Puga and Víctor M. Espinosa. Performances of Suffering in Latin American Migration: Heroes, Martyrs, and Saints. Palgrave Macmillan Publishing Company.

2021 Barnard Hewitt Award for Outstanding Research in Theatre History, awarded by the American Society for Theatre Research, is given to the best book in theatre history or cognate disciplines published during 2020.

2015	Víctor M. Espinosa. Martín Ramírez: Framing His Life and Art. Austin: University of Texas Press. 

	Spanish translation with an epilogue not included in the English version: Víctor M. Espinosa. Martín Ramírez: Arte, Migración y Locura, México: Fondo de Cultura Económica, 2019.
	 
1998	Víctor M. Espinosa. El dilema del retorno: migración, género y pertenencia en un contexto transnacional. México: El Colegio de Michoacán and El Colegio de Jalisco.

Peer-Reviewed Chapters in Books

2024	Víctor M. Espinosa and Cristian Pineda. “Contemporary Art Practices and the Human Right to Mobility.” Human Rights on the Move, edited by Wendy S. Hesford, Momar Ndiaye, and Amy Shuman. The Ohio State University Press, pp. 56-73.

Peer-Reviewed Articles

2018	Víctor M. Espinosa. “Martín Ramírez: Arte en los márgenes de la sociedad y la locura.” Alter/nativas: Latín American Cultural Studies Journal 8: 1-41.
1999	Víctor M. Espinosa. “El ‘Día del emigrante’ y el retorno del purgatorio: Iglesia, migración a Estados Unidos y cambio sociocultural en un pueblo de Los Altos de Jalisco.” Estudios Sociológicos 15, no. 50: 375-418.

Research Reports

1999	Víctor M. Espinosa. The Federation of Michoacan Clubs in Illinois: The Chicago-Michoacan Project Report. Chicago, Illinois: Heartland Alliance for Human Needs & Human Rights and Chicago Community Trust.

	Spanish Version: Víctor M. Espinosa. “Los migrantes michoacanos en Chicago.” In La bamba cultural: México en Chicago. México: Secretaría de Relaciones Exteriores and Mexican Institute of Culture and Education in Chicago.

Chapters in Art-Exhibition Catalogues

2016	Víctor M. Espinosa. “Martín Ramírez.” In As Essential as Dreams: Self-Taught Art from the Collection of Stephanie and John Smither, edited by Michelle White. New Heaven: Yale University Press and The Menil Collection.
2010	Víctor M. Espinosa. “Los mundos de Martín Ramírez.” In Martín Ramírez: Marcos de reclusion, edited by Lynne Cook. Madrid: Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofía and New York: Prestel Publishing.
	English edition: Víctor M. Espinosa. “The Worlds of Martín Ramírez.” In Martín Ramírez: Reframing Confinement, edited by Lynne Cook. Madrid: Museo Nacional Centro de Arte Reina Sofia and New York: Prestel Publishing, 2010.
2008	Víctor M. Espinosa. “Imagining World Cities.” In Claiming Space: Mexican Americans in U.S. Cities, edited by Kate Bonansinga. El Paso, Texas: The Stanlee and Gerald Rubin Center for the Visual Arts at the University of Texas at El Paso and Guynes Printing Company.
2007	Víctor M. Espinosa and Kristin E. Espinosa. “The Life of Martín Ramírez.” In Martín Ramírez, edited by Brooke Davis Anderson. Seattle and New York: Marquand Books and the American Folk Art Museum.

Curatorial Work	

2021	Exhibition: Bringing the Border to Columbus: Hostile Terrain 94 Art Installation, OSU Art Department, Hopkins Hall Gallery, co-organized with Danielle Schoon and co-curated with Luke Stettner, with the assistantship by Bryan Ortiz, April 12 – 16.
2013	Víctor M. Espinosa. Statement for Santuarios, exhibition by artist Cristian Pineda Flores, Casa Frissac, Tlalpan, México City.
2008	Wall texts for Claiming Space: Mexican American Artists in U.S. Cities, exhibition curated by Kate Bonansinga and Mónica Ramírez at the Stanlee and Gerald Rubin Center for the Visual Arts at the University of Texas at El Paso.
2007	Curator and Wall Texts. The World of Martín Ramírez. La Galeria, Mexican Heritage Plaza. San Jose, California.
2007	Wall texts for Martín Ramírez, Brooke Davis Anderson, main curator, exhibition at the American Folk Art Museum, New York, San Jose Museum of Art, California, and the Milwaukee Art Museum, Wisconsin.

Chapters in Books

2015	Víctor M. Espinosa. “Santuarios: el arte figurativo y abstracto de Cristian Pineda. Entre la tradición y la experimentación.” Santuarios: Cristian Pineda. México: Figueroa & Hernández. [Trilingual edition in Spanish, English, and French].
2012	Víctor M. Espinosa. “We Didn’t Go North to Pick Flowers.” In Looking North: Writings from Spanish America on the US, 1800 to the Present, edited by John J. Hassett and Braulio Muñoz. Tucson: The University of Arizona Press. [Reprinted in The Norton Custom Library. W. W. Norton & Company].
2010	Víctor M. Espinosa. “René Arceo: Artist and Artisan.” In René Arceo: Between the Instinctive and the Rational, edited by Francisco Piña. Chicago: René Arceo and Casa Michoacán. [Bilingual edition in Spanish and English].
2004	Víctor M. Espinosa and Álvaro Ochoa Serrano. “Roads of Michoacan and Lakes that I am Passing Through.” In Rhythm of Fire: The Art and Artisans of Santa del Cobre, Michoacan, México, edited by Michele Feder-Nadoff. Chicago, Illinois: Cuentos Foundation.
1998	Víctor M. Espinosa. “El ‘Día del Emigrante’ y el retorno del purgatorio: Migración y cambio cultural en el Occidente de México.” In Memoria del Coloquio Internacional sobre Migración Mexicana a Estados Unidos. México: Gobierno del Estado de Guanajuato and Universidad de Guanajuato.

1991	Víctor M. Espinosa. “Todo se lo debo al Norte: testimonio de un trabajador migrante.” In Les llueve sobre mojado, edited by Jorge Durand. México: Academia Jaliscience de Derechos Humanos and Instituto Tecnológico y de Estudios Superiores de Occidente.

Reviews and Short Essays

2018	Víctor M. Espinosa. “The Lucid Dreams and Nomadic Journeys of Julia Sisi.” Raw Vision, 98: 18-25.
2015	Víctor M. Espinosa. “U.S. Postal Service issues Martín Ramírez stamps.” The Outsider (20): 33. 
2013	Ana Elena Puga with Víctor M. Espinosa, blog entries: “Venice on the Suchiate” and “A Moving Exhibit.” Online publication for Caravana de Madres de Migrantes Desaparecidos [Caravan of Mothers of Disappeared Migrants]: caravanademadres.wordpress.com, 4-30 December.
2013	Víctor M. Espinosa. Review of Charles A.A. Dellschau by Stephen Romano with an introduction by James Brett and essays by Thomas McEvilley, Tracy Baker-White, Roger Cardinal, Tom Crouch, Barbara Safarova, and Randall Morris. The Outsider (18) 1: 35-36.
2010	Víctor M. Espinosa. “El arte de René Arceo: entre la espontaneidad y el dominio de la técnica.” Contratiempo, 76: 14-15.
2009	Víctor M. Espinosa. “La destrucción del mural de Gabriel Villa.” Contratiempo, 66: 14-15, 19.
2009	Víctor M. Espinosa. “El arte de Nícola López.” Contratiempo, 63: 14-15.
2008	Víctor M. Espinosa. “Martín Ramírez.” Letras Libres, 110: 62-68.
2007	Víctor M. Espinosa. “The Myth of Martín Ramírez.” The Outsider (12)2: 18-25.
1997	Víctor M. Espinosa. “Género, Ahorro y Migración.” Ciudades: Red Nacional de Investigación Urbana, 35: 54-63.

Community Service & Media Appearances
[bookmark: _Hlk61598709]
2025	Interviewed for the podcast episode “Bonus Episode: The Placer Life during World War II. Inside the Lines,” produced by The Placer Life, November 24.
2025	Executive Producer of a documentary film project in progress directed by Juan Pablo González and produced by Felipe Marino, tentatively titled El Mudo, which relies on my book on a migrant artist and California mental patient Marín Ramírez: Framing His Life and Art (University of Texas Press, 2015).
2024	Advisor to November In My Soul (www.novemberinmysoul.com) a podcast project about mental illness, confinement and liberty, conceived, directed, and narrated by Lee Romney, a former Los Angeles Times journalist with a specialty in mental illness and confinement, and Jenny Johnson, a former California public defender who has spent her career working to address the criminalization of people living with serious mental illness. Co-producer of the first episode, “No Loco: A Lifetime of Confinement,” which relies on my scholarship about migrant artist and California mental patient Martín Ramírez.
2021	“Arte y migración.” Interviewed by Elena Foulis for the podcast Latín@ Stories, Oral Narratives of Latín@s in Ohio, November 17.
2021	“Who Are Undocumented Immigrants?” Interviewed by OSU third-year sociology undergraduate student Sydney Sauer for Podcast In Good Society, September 8.
2020	Interviewed by sociologist Rodolfo Moran for Fronteras: Diálogos sobre migración, Radio Universidad de Guadalajara 104.3 FM, January 3.
2020	Zoom conversation, “Art Dealer Frank Maresca speaks with Sociologist Víctor Espinosa,” Art Brut Global: Dealer Tales. The Outsider Art Fair, May 29.
2020	Interviewed by Raúl Silva for Podcast “Martín Ramírez: arte, migración y locura,” Morelos en la Hora Nacional, Instituto Morelense de Radio y Televisión, March 29.
2019	Guest speaker. “Borders and Undocumented Migration,” lecture presented at the Sanctuary School: Understanding the Basics about Undocumented Immigrants, North Congregational United Church of Christ in Columbus. February 23.
2018 	Guest speaker. “Borders, Walls, and Undocumented Migration” presented at Tonya Dos Santos’s class with international baccalaureate students at Coffman High School, Dublin, Ohio. March 6.
2017	Interviewed by Gisele Regatao, “An Anonymous Psych Patient is Now Acclaimed as a Master of the Immigrant Experience,” Public Radio International, August 24. 
2016	Interviewed by Radio Progreso, Honduras, on Central American migration to the United States.
2014	Interviewed by Dan Rybicky and Aaron Wickenden for documentary film Almost There, produced by Kartemquin Films.
2008	Interviewed by Jon Kalish, “Ramírez Heirs Seek to Reclaim Artist’s Lost Work,” All Things Considered, NPR, October 28. 
2007	Interviewed by Gabriela Domenzain for “Retrato de un artista,” Aqui y ahora, Univision, March 25.
2007	Interviewed by Jon Kalish, “Art Retrospective Recognizes ‘Schizophrenic’ Genius,” All Things Considered, NPR, May 12.
2007	Interviewed by Bonnie North, “Martín Ramírez Exhibit,” Lake Effect, WUWM Public Radio, October 23.

Fellowships and Awards
2026	OSU Global Arts + Humanities Society of Fellows, Cultures in Motion (2026-2027).
2023	OSU Newark Scholarly Accomplishment Award in the non-tenured, tenure-track faculty category.
2019	Open Grant funding from the Global Arts and Humanities Discovery Theme, The Ohio State University, in the amount of $14,114 for the project Bringing the Border to Columbus: A Symposium (April 10-11). Víctor M. Espinosa (PI) and Danielle Schoon (Co-PI).
2010	Dissertation Fellowship Honorable Mention. Ford Foundation and the National Research Council of the National Academies.
2009	Sociology Research Fellowship. Department of Sociology, Northwestern University.
2005	Fellow. Smithsonian Institute for the Interpretation and Representation of LatinoCultures.
2004	MacArthur Summer Research Grant. Department of Sociology. Northwestern University.
2003	Graduate Student Scholarship. Northwestern University.
1997	International Training and Research in Population and Health. Fogarty International Center, Washington, D.C.
1993	M.A. Studies Fellowship. Consejo Nacional para la Ciencia y la Tecnología, México.





