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Academic Appointments	

The Ohio State University, Presidential Postdoctoral Scholar, Sociology	2025-present

Education	

UC Santa Barbara, Ph.D., Sociology	Spring 2025 Interdisciplinary emphasis in Technology and Society
Committee: Sarah Thébaud (chair), Stephen Barley, Pete Simi, & Howard Winant

Dissertation: Radicalization, Resistance, and Rearticulation: Youth Activism and the Contested Future of the American Right
Goucher College, B.A., Sociology, Anthropology, & Psychology	2016
Phi Beta Kappa, Magna Cum Laude, and Departmental Honors
Research and Teaching Areas	

Criminology, Social Psychology, Social Movements, Digital Sociology, Gender, and Race

Publications	
Peer Reviewed Publications

Simi, Peter, Robert Futrell, and Adam Burston. 2024. “How Threat Mobilizes the Resurgence and Persistence of U.S. White Supremacist Activism: the 1980s to the Present.” Annual Review of Sociology.

Burston, Adam, Jesse Wozniak, and Norman Conti. 2021. “The blackness that incriminated me: Stigma and Normalization among Brothers and Keepers.” Kalfou 7(2).

Conti, Norman, Adam Burston, and Jesse Wozniak. 2019. “Criminal Justice Policy Inside-Out: An Initial Case Study in Education Among Police and Incarcerated Men.” The Police Journal.

Book Chapters and Other Publications

Burston, Adam. 2025. “Review of Masculinity and Violent Extremism,” by Joshua M. Roose, Michael Flood, Alan Greig, Mark Alfano, and Simon Copland. Men and Masculinities.

Burston, Adam. 2024. “Digitally Mediated Spillover as a Catalyst of Radicalization: Why Moderate Conservative Student Organizations Embrace Extremism.” in Social Processes of Online Hate, edited by J. B. Walther and R. E. Rice. Routledge.

Burston, Adam, and France Winddance Twine. (2019). “The After-Life of White Supremacy: College Students and Alt-Right Activism in the Trump Era." pp. 105 - 125, in The Intersections of Whiteness, edited by E. Kindinger and M. Schmitt. New York: Routledge.

Burston, Adam. 2018. “The Danger of Fake News in Inflaming or Suppressing Social Conflict.” A Citizens Guide to Fake News. Retrieved from http://www.cits.ucsb.edu/fake- news/danger-social.
Works in Progress
Burston, Adam. “Loyalists, Defectors, or Harbingers of a New Hegemony: Marginalized Racial Groups’ Republican Partisanship in the Age of Trump.” Under contract. Sociology Compass
Burston, Adam. “To Radicalize or Resist: Why Right-Wing Youth Activists Accept or Reject Extremism” Under Review. Social Forces.
*Winner of the John Mohr Best Graduate Student Paper Award

“When Diversity is Hegemony: Right-Wing Activists from Marginalized Backgrounds.” Under review. Social Problems.

“Dawning the Velvet Glove: Women’s Entrepreneurial Leadership in Right-wing Youth Movements.”
“Prescriptive Gender Stereotypes in Contemporary America: Content, Dynamics, and Implications for Inequality.” With Sarah Thébaud and Madison Avilla.
Public Sociology

Burston, Adam, Kelly Suzanne Donahey, Kyna McClenaghan, and Chelsea Roesch. 2023. “Alt- Right Media Literacy Series.” Alt-Right Media Literacy Series. Retrieved September 3, 2024 (https://www.altrightmedialiteracy.com).

Conference and Invited Presentations

Burston, Adam. August 2025. “When Diversity is Hegemony: Understanding Demographic Expansion in Right-Wing Youth Activism.” American Sociological Association Annual Meeting. Chicago, IL.

Burston, Adam. August 2025. “He’s Gonna Report Every Racist Thing You Say!”: Navigating Informants’ Demands to Enter Conflict and Breach Confidentiality. American Sociological Association Annual Meeting. Montréal, QC.
Burston, Adam. June 2024. “Digitally Mediated Spillover, Radicalization, and Resistance: Why Right-Wing Youth Activists Accept or Reject Extremism.” Canadian Sociological Association Annual Meeting. Montréal, QC.

Burston, Adam. August 2023. “Radicalization vs. Resistance and Recommitment: Why Conservative Youth Accept or Reject Extremism.” American Sociological Association Annual Meeting. Philadelphia, PA.

Burston, Adam June 2023. “Diversity as Hegemony: Understanding Minority Participation in Rightist Movements.” Mobilization Annual Meeting. San Diego, CA.

Burston, Adam May 2023. “Digitally Mediated Spillover as a Catalyst of Radicalization: Why Conservative Student Organizations Embrace Extremism.” Social Processes of Online Hate - Arthur N. Rupe Biannual Conference. Santa Barbara, CA.

Burston, Adam. August 2022. “Disinformation as an Agent of Radicalization in Social Movement Organizations.” American Sociological Association Annual Meeting. Los Angeles, CA.

Burston, Adam. August 2020. “Clashing Conservatives: Political Ideology, Collective Identity, and Framing on the Right.” The Society for the Study of Social Problems. San Francisco, CA.

Burston, Adam. August 2019. “Strange Bedfellows: Conservative Student Activism in the Alt- right Era.” The Society for the Study of Social Problems. Pittsburgh, PA.
Conti, Norman, and Adam Burston. April 2018. “The Blackness That Incriminated Me: Stigma and Normalization Among Brothers and Keepers.” North Central Sociological Association. New York, NY.

Conti, Norman, and Adam Burston. November 2015. “Among Brothers and Keepers: Reading Wideman Through Goffman.” American Society of Criminology Annual Meeting.
Washington, DC.

Awards and Grants	

	UC Santa Barbara, John Mohr Best Graduate Student Paper Award ($500)
	2024

	UC Humanities Research Institute, Multi-Campus Graduate Working Group ($5,000)
	2022

	UCSB Interdisciplinary Humanities Center, Graduate Collaborative Award ($1,000)
	2022

	UC Santa Barbara, Graduate Student Enrichment Fellowship ($15,000)
	2021

	UC Santa Barbara, Flack’s Fund for the Study of Democratic Possibilities ($3,000)
	2021

	UC Santa Barbara, Grant for Multidisciplinary Work on Covid-19 ($2,000)
	2020

	National Science Foundation, Graduate Research Fellow (Honorable Mention)
	2019

	UC Santa Barbara, Travel Grant ($500)
	2018

	UCSB Center for Information, Technology, and Society, Pre-Doctoral Grant ($3,000)
	2018

	Goucher College, Joan K. Burton Award in Sociology ($600)
	2016


Goucher College, Intern Fellow ($2,000)	2014, 2015
Teaching Experience	
UC Santa Barbara, Instructor

Instructed and developed original syllabi for:

Qualitative Methods: Becoming an Ethnographer	Summer 2024 Sociology of Left- and Right-Wing Social Movements in California	Summer 2023 Sociology of Left- and Right-Wing Social Movements	 Summer 2022

UC Santa Barbara, Teaching Assistant

Sociological Theory	Spring 2025
Sociology of Men and Masculinities	Winter 2025 Sociology of Globalization		Fall 2024
Race and Resistance	Spring 2024
Sociology of Globalization	Winter 2024
Statistical Methods	Fall 2023
Sociology of Girlhood	Spring 2023
Sociology of Social Stratification	Winter 2023
Qualitative Methods	Summer 2021
Qualitative Methods	Spring 2021

Sociology of Race, Ethnicity, and Nation	Winter 2021
Qualitative Methods	Summer 2020
Sociology of Globalization	Spring 2020
Sociology of Aging and Gerontology		Fall 2019 Qualitative Methods	Summer 2019
Sociology of Education	Spring 2019
Environmental Sociology	Winter 2019
Introduction to Sociology	Fall 2018
Inside Out Prison Exchange Program, Certified Instructor	2014 – 2017

Goucher Prison Education Partnership, Tutor	Baltimore, MD 2013 Mentorship		 UC Santa Barbara Dept. of Sociology: Mentee Placements in Graduate Programs and Careers
Cesar Vasquez: 2025 cohort, UCLA School of Social Work MA
Jaziah Lawson: 2025 cohort, San Jose State University School of Social Work MA
Grace Lin: 2024 cohort, Northwestern University Psychology MA
Julia Mendoza: 2023 cohort, Cal Poly Humboldt Counseling MA
Giselle Tse: 2022, Social Worker at Lutheran Social Services of Northern California UCSB Research Mentorship Program: Mentee Placements in Undergraduate Programs
Jennifer Liu: placed in class of 2029, Yale University
Kashvi Singh: placed in class of 2028, University of California, Berkeley
Till Si: placed in class of 2028, Northwestern University
Alex Zhang: placed in class of 2028, The University of Chicago
UC Santa Barbara Department of Sociology Honors Program: Theses Supervised Delaina Vanderzell (2022)
Chloe Hoetger (2021)
Damian Delfin (2019)

Academic Service	

	ASA: Session Organizer for Invited Session “Far-Right Extremism in the Government”
	2026

	American Sociological Review: Peer Reviewer
	2024

	ASA: Session Organizer for Special Session “Variation in Right-wing Movements”
	2024

	UCSB Sociology Graduate Student Association: Member
	2024



UCSB Sociology Undergraduate Curriculum Committee: Member	2022 – 2023
UCSB Sociology Professional Development Committee, Student Representative	2021 – 2022
UCSB Sociology Social Movements Working Group, Co-Chair	2021 – 2022
Non-Academic Service	 Pittsburgh Action Against Rape, Certified Rape Crisis Counselor Pittsburgh, PA 2017 – 2018 Professional Employment	
UC Santa Barbara, Research Associate			Santa Barbara, CA 2023 Carnegie Mellon University, Research Associate		Pittsburgh, PA 2016 – 2017 Inside-Out Think Tank, Think Tank Member	Pittsburgh, PA 2014 – 2017 Memberships				
American Sociological Association: Collective Behavior and Social Movements; Race, Gender,
and Class; Racial and Ethnic Minorities; Sex and Gender; Social Psychology; Organizations, Occupations, and Work

Canadian Sociological Association Inside Out Prison Exchange Program
